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Problems in Greece 

Vandalism 

Improper cleaning 

by untrained 

municipal workers



Municipality of Athens

63 outdoor bronze 

monuments in the 

year 2000

20% have graffiti 



Municipality of Nea Smyrni

Survey of 31 

outdoor monuments 

in 2002 

Most of the them 

were disfigured by 

graffiti or the work of 

untrained municipal 

employees 



First outdoor bronze monument in Athens, 

Theodoros Kolokotronis, 1904



SAVE OUTDOOR 

SCULPTURE (SOS!)



Protect our Outdoor European 

Bronze Monuments 

Culture 2000

Athens, Göteborg, and 

Munich 

December 2000-2001

to increase the public 

awareness

to document the best 

practice for its 

conservation and 

protection



an Old Man and a 100 

year old secret



Monuments in Protest



Bad Publicity



Municipality of Nea Smyrni

Monuments are 
located in a major 
square, close to 
many high schools 
and a football 
stadium

Vandalism is 
prominent especially 
after school hours 
and football games



Spray paint with bronze paint 




